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English 5000 - Introduction to l\lct hods & I ss ucs 
in English Studies 
Texts 
Prof. Randy Beebe 
3841 Coleman Hall 
581-5013 I rlbeebe@eiu.edu 
www.ux1.eiu.edu/ -english/ rlbeebe 
• Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre; Villette 
• Byatt, Possession 
• Gibaldi, MLA Handbook, 6th ed. 
• Lentricchia, Critical Terms far Uterary Stut!J 
• Readings one-reserve 
Course Description & Goals ,.., 
F.tll 2007 
Office Hours: 
M, W 10-12 
Thurs. 9-11 
& by appointment 
6 C)-6() - (J () j 
This course is designed to introduce you to research methods, critical approaches, and current issues in 
English studies. The goal is simple: to help you become a better graduate student as you learn the 
expectations, environment, and history of professional literary studies. 
You'll be writing and reading a great deal-perhaps more than you ever thought possible. You will also 
complete several assignments (of varying lengths) designed to orient you to the kinds of documents and 
research expectations you will encounter in your graduate study. 
While the readings and assignments will provide one avenue for us into a discussion of issues and 
controversies in English studies, another avenue will be through the life and works of Charlotte Bronte. We 
will use her novels, letters, and biography as a way to focus our conversation-to give the broad issues, 
theories, and methods of English studies a specific site. We will read and discuss two of her novels and 
portions of her letters and biography. In addition, some of the assignments you will complete will center on 
the critical, biographical, and popular discussion of her work. Indeed the capstone event of the semester will 
be the graduate student symposium (held during the last few weeks of the semester) in which you will present 
to faculty and fellow graduate students the results of your research on Charlotte Bronte. 
Requirements 
• Report on Scholarly Journals 
• Research Puzzle 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
Note 
M.A. Thesis/Exam Prospectus 
Presentations: (1) Annotated Bibliography - 5% 
(2) Bronte Research - 5% 
Seminar Paper: Abstract - 5% 
Participation 
Presentation at Symposium - 10% 
Final Draft (13-20 pages)-15% 
10% 
15% 
10% 
10% 
10% 
30% 
15% 
N 011: You will receive a detailed assignment sheet for each project. 
Students with Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the 
English 2205 / Course Syllabus / 2 
Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Overview of Course Meetings & Topics of Discussion (note: schedule may change) 
Aug. 20 Course Introductions 
Aug. 27 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov.5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 
Handout Assignments (Scholarly Journals, Research Puzzle) 
Byatt, Possession 
Literary Research (the goods, bads, and how to's) 
In-class research activity 
Possession 
** No Class - Labor Day ** 
Bronte, Jane Eyre Scholarly Journals Assignment Due 
Handout Assignment: Scholarly Note 
Presentations: TBA 
Bronte, Jane Eyre 
Presentations: TBA 
Bronte, Jane Eyre 
Presentations: TBA 
Research Puzzle Due 
Composition Studies 
Presentations: TBA 
Handout Assignment: M.A. Prospectus 
Bronte, Vi!lette 
Presentations: TBA 
Bronte, Villette 
Presentations: TBA 
Scholarly Note Due 
Bronte, Vi!lette 
Presentations: TBA 
Paper Topics for Final Paper Due 
Literary Studies and the Problem of Theory- 1 
Readings: TBA 
How to write a great graduate paper 
Literary Studies and the Problem of Theory- 2 
Readings: TBA 
Preparation for symposium 
Preparation for symposium 
**No Class -Thanksgiving Break** 
Graduate Student Symposium - Charlotte Bronte 
M.A. Prospectus Due 
Paper Abstract Due 
English 2205 / Course Syllabus / 3 
Dec. 3 Graduate Student Symposium ~ Charlotte Bronte 
Dec. 10 Graduate Student Symposium ~ Charlotte Bronte 
